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" 
DECLARATION 


OF THE 


RIGHTS OF ENGLISHMEN, 


* 


Declaration of thoſe Rights of the Commonalty of Great. 
Britain, without which they cannot be RRR. 
iT is DECLARED, 


IRST, That the Government of this Realm, and the making 
1 of laws for the ſame, ought to be lodged in the hands of 
King, Lords of Parliament, and Repreſentatives of the whole 
Bady of the Freemen of this Realm. | 
- Secondly, That every Man of the commonalty (excepting in- 
fants, inſane perſons, and criminals) is of common right, and by 
** of God, a free man, and entitled to the full enjoyment 
or 4r0erty.. | : | | . 
Thirdly, That Liberty or Freedom conſiſts in having az actual 
are in the appointing thoſe who frame the Laws, and who are to 
be the guardians of every man's life, property, and peace. For, 
the all of one man is as dear to him as the all of another; and the 
poor man has an equal right, but more need, to have repreſenta- 
tives in the legiſlature than the rich one. 
Fourthly, That they who have zo voice nor vote in the electing 
of repreſentatives, do not enjoy liberty; but are abſolutely - enſlaved 
to thoſe who have votes, and to their repre/extative: for to be en- 
ſlaved, is to have governors whom other men haue ſet over us, and 
to be ſubject to laws made by the repreſentatives of others, without 
having had repreſentatives of our own to give conſent in our be- 


half, 
Fifthly, 


* 


(iv ] 

Fifthly, That a very great MaJoRiTY of the Commonalty of this 
Realm are*denied the privilege of voting for Repreſentatives in 
Parliament; and conſequently, they are enſlaved to a ſmall num- 
ber, who do now enjoy this privilege excluſively to themſelves ; 
but who, it may be preſumed, are far from wiſhing to continue in 
the excluſive poſſeſſion of a privilege, by which their fellow-ſub- 
jects are deprived of common nightgof juftice, of liberty 4 and which, 
if not communicated to all, muſt ſpeedily cauſe the certain over- 
throw of our happy conflitution, and enſlave us all. 

And fixthly, and laltly, We alſo ſay, and do aſſert, that it is 
the right of the Commonalty of this Realm to eleQ a zew Houſe 
of Commons once in every year, according to ancient and ſacred 
laws of the land : becauſe, whenever a Parliament continues in 


ho, Hom a longer term, very great numbers of the Commonalty, 
who 


ave arrived at the years of manhood ſince the laſt election, 
and therefore have a right to be actually repreſented in the Houſe 
of Commons, are then «njuftly deprived of that right. 
Judge Blackſtone, in the ſecond chapter of the firſt book of his 
Commentaries, ſpeaking of Parliaments, ſays, | 
It is a matter moſt eſſential to the liberties of this kingdom, that 


- ſuch Members be delegated to this important truſt, as are moſt 


eminent for their probity, their fortitude, and their knowledge: 


for it was a known apothegm of the great Lord Treaſurer Bur- 


leigh, That England could never be ruined but by a Parlia- 
ment ;” and as Sir Matthew Hale obſerves, this being the higheſt 
and greateſt Court, over which none other can have juriſdiction 
in the kingdom, if by any means a mi/zovernment ſhould any way 
fall upon it, the ſubjects of this kingdom are left without all man- 


ner of remedy. To the fame purpoſe the Preſident Monteſquicu 


reſages, that as Rome, Sparta, and Carthage, have loſt their 
y and periſked, fo the Conſtitution of England will in time 
loſe its Hibertiet, and periſh ; it will periſh whenever the legiſſat ive 
power ſhall become more corruft than the executive. 
The above is recommended to the attention of the people of 
England, to admoniſh them to keep vigilant watch over the acts 
of their Repreſentatives, and to mark their alarming conſe- 
quences, | | 


The great Locke ſays (as quoted by Blackſtone), “ There re- 


* mains ſtil} inherent in the people, a ſupreme power, to remove 


% or alter the legiſlative, when they find the legiſlative act con- 
*« frary to the truſt repoſed in them: for when ſuch truſt is abuſed, 
it is thereby forfeited, and devolves to rho/e who gave it.“ 


* 
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A FILL 


1 21 


A BILL ENTITLED, 


Ar 42 for declaring and reſtoring the natural, unalienable, and equal 
Right of all the Commons of Great-Britain (infants, ferſons of 
inſane mind, and criminal; incapacitated by law, only excepted", 
to vote in the Election of their Repreſentatives in Parliament: For 
regulating the manner of ſuch Elections For reſtering annual Par- 
liaments : For giving an hereditary Seat to the Sixteen Peers, which 


ſhall be elected for Scotland: And for eftabliſhing more equitable 
Regulations concerning the Peerage of Scotland, 


IA HEREAS the life, liberty, and property of every man is 
or may be affected by the law of the land in which he 
lives, and every man is bound to pay obedience to the ſame. _ 

And whereas, by the conſtitution ,of this kingdom, the right 
of making laws 1s veſted in three eſtates of King, Lords, and 
Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, and the conlent of all the 
three ſaid eſtates, comprehending the whole community, is neceſ- 
ſary to make laws which bind the whole community. 

And whereas the Houſe of Commons repreſents all the Com- 
mons of the realm, and the conſent of the Houſe of Commons 
binds the conſent of all the Commons of the realm, in all cafes 
on which the legiſlature is competent to decide. | 

And whereas no man is, or can be actually repreſented who hath 
not a vote in the election of his Repreſentative. —_ 

And whereas it is the right of every Commoner of this realm 
_ (infants, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals incapacitated by 
| Jaw, only excepted) to have a vote in the election of the Repre- 
Tentative who is to give his conſent to the making of laws by 

which he is to be bound. | | 

And whereas the number of perſons who are ſuffered to vote 
for elefling the members of the Houſe of Commons do not at this 
time amount to cue /ixth part of the whole commons of this realm, 
whereby far the greater part of the ſaid commons are deprived of 
their right to elect their Repreſentatives ; and the conſent of the 
majority of the whole community to the paſſing of laws is given 
by perſons whom they have not delegated for ſuch purpoſe; and 
the majority of the ſaid community are governed by laws made 
by a very ſmall part of the ſaid community, and to which the faid 
majority have not in fact conſented by themſelves, or by their Re- 
preſentatives. | 

And whereas the ſtate of eleQion of members of the Houſe of 
Commons hath in proceſs of time fo groſsly deviated from its 
imple and natural principle of repreſentauon and equality, that 


(41 

in ſeveral places the members are returned by the property of on- 
man; that the ſmalleſt boroughs fend as many members as the 
largeſt counties ; and that a majority of the repreſentatives of the 
whole nation are choſen by a number of voters not exceeding 
twelve thouſand. th Th . 

Now for remedy of ſuch partial and unequal repreſentation, 
and of the many miſchiefs which have ariſen therefrom ; and for 
relloring, aſſerting, and maintaining the rights of the commons 
of this realm, be it declared and enacted, and it is hereby declar- 
| ed and enacted, by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the. 

authority of the ſame, That every Commoner of this realm (except- 
ing only infants, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals incapa- 
citated by law) hath a natural, unalicnable, and equal right to wote 
in the electicen of his Repreſentatine in Parliament. | 
And whereas it was accorded by ſtatute in the fourth year of 
the reign of King Edward the Third, “that a Parliament ſhould 
be holden every year once, and more often if need be;” which 
ſtatute was confirmed by another ſtatute paſſed in the 36th year of 
the reign of the ſaid King Edward the Third: And the practice 
in ancient times was for writs to iſſue for the election of a new 
Parliament every year. | 
And whereas frequent elections are indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
enable the Commons to alter and amend the choice of their Re- 
preſentatives as they may ſee occaſion ; and ſuch elections ought 
to be as frequent as may be, conſiſtent with the uſe of a re 2 
tative body: and the ancient practice of annual elections is well 
calculated for ſuch purpoſe. 
And whereas triennial and ſeptennial Parliaments, by render- 
ing the exerciſe of the right of election leſs frequent, tend to make 
the Repreſentatives leſs dependent on their conſtituents than they 
always ought to be; and alſo deprive the Commons for many years 
after they come of age of their franchiſe of electing their own 
repreſentatives ; Be it declared and enacted by the authority afoie- 
ſaid, That the elefion of members to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons 
ought to be annual. | | 
And whereas, in order to reform the manifold abuſes which in 
eſs of time have been ſuffered to take root in the manner of 
electing the Repreſentatives of the Commons, and in order to gf- 
tabliſh a free, true, and equal repreſentation of all the people, it 
is neceſſary that all the laws reſpecting the election of member of 
Parliament not applicable to the preſent intended reform ſhould 
be repealed and annulled, and that the manner of electing the 
Commons in Parliament, and all matters and things reſpecting 
the ſame, be new modelled according to the preſent ſtate of the 
kingdom, and to the ancient and unalienable rights of the people. 
Be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all future elections 
for Repreſentatives of the Commons of Great-Britain in Parlia- 
ment ſhall be made according to the proviſions and regulations 
of this act, and not otherwiſe ; and that all other acts, laws, cuſ- 
toms, and uſages contrary—hereto, or ſuch parts of them as are 
| br inconſiſtent 
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. l . &. 
the ſame, this tranſmitted ne of his 

Fritain ; / 0 niſte | read, or cauſe to be pragy 
read, The ſaid act in his pariſh church Tmmedtately after divine fc | 


ſervice” Ind before the ſermon every Sunday in the month of No- 

vember next; And each of the id Juſtices of the Peace within 
their reſpective diſtricts ſhall diligently enquire on every Sunday 
in the ſaid month of November next, whether the ſeveral Miniſ- 
ters have read this act accordingly ; and if it ſhall be found that .. 
Munſter hall have negle&ed ſo to do, the Juſtice of the Peace 
Anding ſuch negle@, ſhall cauſe this act to be read by ſome other 
___ on the next Sunday in ſuch pariſh church in manner afore- 

aid. 


And be it further enacted, That on the — next 
the Miniſter of each pariſh, together with the Churchwardens 
and Overſeers of the poor, ſhall hold a veſtry at the church in 

the ſaid pariſh, which ſhall open at eight o'clock in the forenoon, 
and ſhall cloſe at fix o'clock in the afternoon of the Tame day, at 
which all perſons, not belonging to the Royal Navy, or ſerving 
in the embodied Militia or Army, and being on that day in the 
ſaid pariſh, ſhall have liberty to attend. And the ſaid Miniſter, 4 
Churchwardens, and Overſeers ſhall make out a 
liſt of the chriſtian and ſurname, trade, occupation, age, and the 
"uſual place of dwelling, of all the men of the age of 21 years 
and upwards, who on that day ſhall be in their reſpective pariſhes, 
and who ſhall appear and claim a right to vote for the election of 1 
members of Parliament, and ſhall ſubſcribe and take the follow: 11 
ing oath before the ſaid Miniſters, Churchwardens, and Overſeers, 3 4 = 
8 = are hereby enabled and required to adminiſter the ſame, viz. 1 
* A. B. do ſwear, that I am a natural born ſubje& of Great- 
Britain, that Jam of the age of twenty-one years, that I am not 
ſerving in the embodied militia, nor belonging to the royal navy 
or army. and that I have not this day been to claim my right of 
voting for the election of a Member of Parliament, or have been 
ſworn for the ſame before, in this or any other parim̃ or place, fo. 
help me God.” And ſuch liſts ſo made out ſhall be certifed, un-, 
der the ſignaturg and ſeal of the ſaid Miniſter, and of each of the ' 1 
Churchwardens and Overſeers, who ſhall attend ſuch veſtry, to be ee 4 
a true and correct liſt; and a copy of the ſame ſhall be taken and , id | 
preſerved by ſuch Miniſter and by each of the ſaid Churchwardens . f 
and Overſeers; and ſuch original liſt, together with all the copies n. 14 
of the ſame, ſhall on the 15th = of December next, be ae - = 
2 ee 
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9 
1 


8 | 41 4] 
by ſuch Miniſter, Churchwardens, and Overſeers, to che Juſtices 
of the Peace, who are hereby required to' hold petty ſeſſions on 
that day within their reſpective diviſions, and ſuch liſts and co- 
pres ſhall then and there be {worn to as true and correct, before 
luch Juſtices of the Peace, by ſuch Miniſter, Churchwardens, and 
Overſeers; and their reſpective affidavits ſhall be certified on the 
ſaid lift by ſuch Juſtices of the Peace. And ſuch original liſt, ſo 
ſworn to, ſhall by ſuch Juſtices of the Peace be. tranſmitted to the 
Clerk of the Peace of their reſpective counties, or to the Town 
Clerk in cities which are counties of themſelves, ſo that ſuch 
Clerk of the Peace or Town Clerk may receive them on or before 
* the firſt of January next. And the ſaid Clerks of the Peace and 
"Town Clerks ſhall tranſmit the ſaid liits to one of his Majeſty's 
n Secretaries of State, fo that he may receive them on or 
before the 2oth of January next. And one of the ſaid Secreta- 
Ties of State ſhall forthwith ſend the ſaid liſts to the twelve ]Judge:, 
who ſhall. meet in the Exchequer chamber on the 21ſt of January 
next for the purpoſe of receiving ſuch liſts, 

And be it enacted. That the ſaid twelve Judges, then and there 
aſſembled, ſhall divide the total number of perions ſo returned by 
the number five hundred fifty-eight, being the number cf mem- 
L bers to be choſen ; and the quotient found ſhall be adjudged to be 

the number of perſons having a right to elect one member of 
Parliament, And the ſaid judges ſhall then proceed to compute 
from the ſaid liſts the number of perſons who have a right to vote 
in each county, or city being a county of itſelf, in Great-Britain ; 
and ſhall determine the number of members to be elected by each 
county, or city being a county of itſelf, in proportion (or as near 
as may be) to ſuch number of electors in each county or city, 
giving the advantage to the ſmaller counties or cities where the 
numbers will not admit of exact diviſion. And the ſaid Judges 
having fo determined the number of members to be returned by 
each county, and city being a county of itſelf, and the number of 
electors to chuſe one member, ſhall, on or before the iſt of February 
"next, tran{mit an account thereof to the Lord High Chancellor of 
England. | 
And be it enacted, That the ſaid Lord High Chancellor ſhall, 
wichin four days after receiving ſuch account, iſſue his writ to the 
High Sheriff of each counry, and to the Chief Magiſtrate in each 
city, which is a county of itſelf, in Great Britain, directing bim 
to ſummon a grand jury conliſting of all ſuch perſons then living 

as have been heretefore ſummoned on grand juries at the aſſizes in 
his county, to meet at eight o'clock in the forenoon, on the 10th 
of March next, at the uſual place of holding the ſummer aſſizes 
for his country; and likewiſe the Miniſter, Churchwardens, and 
. Overſeers of cach pariſh within his county, to attend the ſaid 
grand jury. And the ſaid Chancellor ſhall tranſmit to the ſaid 
High Sheriff and Chief Magiſtrate an account of the number of 
members, to be returned by his county, and of the number of 
electors to chuſe one member; which account the ſaid Shejiff and 
Chief Magiſtrate Mou deliver, or cauſe to be delivered, tathe ſaid 


grand jury when aſſ:mbled, 
| Aud 


| E = 
And be it enacted, That on the 10th of March next, the ſaid 
High Sheriff of each county, and Chief Magiſtrate of each city 
which is a county of itſelt, in Great Britain, ſhall attend, Ag | 
be foreman of, the ſaid grand jury : or in caſe of unavoidable 
abſence another perſon ſhall be choſen as foreman by the ſaid 
grand jury; and ſuch foreman is hereby authorized and required, 
'firſt to take, and then to adminiſter to every perſon ſummoned, 
and wbo ſhall attend the ſaid grand jury, the following oath: I 
A. B. do (wear, that in the allotment of the ſeveral pariſhes, or 
parts of pariſhes, into diſtricts for the election of members of Par- 
liament within this county, I will act according to the beſt of my 


Judgment and diſcretion, fairly and equally, and for the con- 
veniency of the ſaid diſtrits, ſo help me God.” And the ſaid 


grand jury ſhall then proceed to diſtribute into diſtrifts the ſeveral 


pariſhes of their country. And each diſtri ſhall conſiſt (as nearly 
as may be) of ſuch number of perſons, having a right to vote as 
are allotted to chuſe one member of Parliament according to the 
liſts made out in ſuch pariſhes, which will appear by the dupli- 
cates preſerved by the Miniſters, Churchwardens, and Overſeers, 
who are hereby required to attend ſuch grand jury with ſuch du- 
plicates. And where pariſhes ſhall be greatly too large or too 
ſmall to form diltricts of themſelves, ſuch pariſhes may be divided 
or joined either in whole or in part with other contiguous pariſhes, 
for the purpoſe of forming diſtricts as aforeſaid, according to the 


judgment and diſcretion of the ſaid Grand Jury, And the ſaid 


Grand Jury having io divided their country into diſtricts, the 


lame ſhall be adjudged to be and be called boroughs : And the ſaid _ 


Grand Jury ſhall affix toeach burough the name of the principal 
Pariſh in ſuch borough. And the ſaid foreman ſhall return into 
the court of Chancery, ſo that it may arrive there on or before the 
iſt of April next, a liſt of ſuch boroughs within his county, cer- 
tified under the hands and ſeals of the Rid foreman and of all the 
members who attend the ſaid Grand Jury ; and ſuch certificate 
ſhall be in the following form: “ We, whoſe nnmes are hereunts 
ſubſcribed and ſeals affixed, the Foreman and Grand Jury of the 
county of = aſſembled on the 10th of March 178 

in purſuance of an act paſſed in the year of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign, entitled An Act, &c. do certify that the above 
diſtribution is an equal diviſion of the ſaid county, into diſtricts 


as directed by the ſaid act, ar as nearly ſo as the ciicumſtances of 


this county would admit.” | | 

And be it enacted, That each of the ſaid boroughs in Great 
Britain ſhall be entitled in all future elections to ele& one member 
to ſerve in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, and no more. And 
each member ſo elected ſhall be called a burgeſs. And the ſaid 
burgeſſes ſhall conſtitute and form the Houſe of Commons in 
Great Britain. And no county, city, or borough (other than 18 


directed by this act) ſhall in future be entitled to tend any knight, 


citizen, or burgeſs of Parliament. | 
And be it enacted, That the Lord High Chancellor having re- 
ceived the returns herein before directed, to be made to him by 
the ſaid foreman of Grand Juries, ſkall, on or beſore the "Pg " 
Apr 
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April next, iſſue his writ to the High Sheriff of each county, and 


90 the Chief Magiſtrate of each city, being a county of itſelf in 


Great Britain, for the election of one member to ſerve in Parlia- 


ment for each of the ſeveral boroughs within his county or city: 
And the form of the ſaid writs ſhall be ſuch as is annexed to this 
at. And the ſaid High Sheriff and Chief Magiſtrate ſhall, with- 
in four days after the receipt of the ſaid writ, iſſue his precept to 
the Head Conſtable or ſenior Peace officer, for the time beiug, of 
each borough within his county or city, (who is hereby appointed 
zeturnirg officer of ſach borough) ſor the election of one member 
w ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid borough ; and the form of the 
faid precept ſhall be ſuch as is annexed to this act. 
And be it enacted, That the returning officer of each borough 
Hall on the 15th of May next cauſe proclamation to be made in 
each pariſh within his borough, that the day fixed for chuſing a 
new Parliament is the firſt of September following; and that every 
ron, intending to offer himſelf as a — for the ſaid 
oog, and duly qualified by law, is to ſend to him the ſaid re- 
turning officer a declaration in writing, ſigned by ſuch perſon, of 
Kis being a candidate to repreſent the ſaid burough ; ſo that he the 
Kid returning officer may receive the ſame on or before the 15th of 
June next. And the ſaid returning officer ſhall, on the 16th of 
June next, cauſe the ſaid declaration or declarations to be pro- 
claimed in every pariſh within his borough, and a copy thereof, 
atteſted under his fignature, to be affixed on the door of the church 
of every pariſh within his borough ; or in caſe he ſhall not have 
received any ſuch declaration he ſhall make proclamation that 
there are no candidates for the ſaid borough. And it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the inhabitants of ſuch borough to aſſemble in 
their reſpective pariſhes on the 17th of June next, to conſider of 
the candidates (if any) who offer, and to declare any other candi- 
date or candidates they may think proper, by writing add reſſed to 
the returning officer and figned by not leſs than one hundred of 
the ſaid inhabitants; provided ſuch declaration be delivered to 
the ſaid returning officer before ſix o'clock in the evening on the 
faid 17th day of June next, and that the qualification of ſuch 
candidate or candidates to fit in Parliament be ſituate within the 
fajd borough. And the ſaid 1eturning officer ſhall, on the 18th of 
June next, cauſe a liſt of all ſuch candidates, diſtinguiſhing thoſe 
who offer themſelves from thoſe who are ſet up by the inhabitants, 
to be proclaimed in every pariſh within his borough, and likewiſe 
a copy of ſuch liſt atteſted under his ſignature to be affixed on 
the door of the church of every pariſh within his borough. And 
the ſaid returning officer ſhall on the ſaid x8th of June next, 
tranſmit by the poſt ta one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of 
State, a Hiſt of ſuch candidates; and one of the ſaid Secretaries 
of State ſhall cauſe the ſame to be inſe;ted in the Gazettee on or 
before the 15th of July next. And no other perſon ſhall thereafter 
become a candidate for ſuch borough at ſuch election. | 
And be it enacted, That every perſon who ſhall be ſo declared 
by one hundred of the inhabitants of any pariſh to be a candidate 


.for the borough in which ſuch pariſh is fituate,' and whoſe quali- 


fi cation 


L + 1 
fication ſhall at the time of ſuch declaration be ſituate within the 
ſaid borough, ſhall, if choſen, be compellable to attend Parlia- 
ment like other members. Provided always that no perſon having 
ſerved for one Parliament ſhall be compellable to ſerve again. 
And be it enacted, That the Tenior peace officer for the time 
being of each pariſh ſhall act as deputy to the returning officer of 


the borough in which ſuch pariſh is ſituate, and ſhall in all things 


reſpecting this act pay due obedience to ſuch directions as he ſhall 


receive from the returning officer, and previouſly to his acting as 


his deputy ſhall take the following oath before the ſaid returning 
officer, © I A. B. will faithfully and honeſtly diſcharge my duty 
as deputy to the returning officer of the borough of in 
the election of a Member of Parliament, fo help me God,” whick 


oath the ſaid returning officer is hereby authorized and required to 


adminiſter. 


And be it enacted, That on the firſt of September next the ſe- 
nior officer in each pariſh throughout the kingdom of Great-Bri- 
tain ſhall make proclamation at eight o'clock in the forenoon, at 
the church of the ſaid pariſh, that he is immediately proceeding 
to the election of a member to ſerve in Parliament for the boroagh 
in which ſuch pariſh is ſituate ; and that ſuch election will cloſe at 
ſix o'clock on the ſame evening. And ſuch ſenior peace officer 
ſhall then declare the names of ſuch perſons as are legal candidates 
for ſuch borough, and read or cauſe to be read the clauſes in this 


at, which inflict penalties on perſons who ſhall be found guilty of 


perjury, bribery, corruption, or other offences, againſt this act, 
and which incapacitate perſons convicted of certain crimes from 
being elected, or from voting for the election of a Member of Par- 
liament. And the ſaid ſenior peace officer ſhall then proceed to 
collect the votes, by taking a poll in ſuch manner, as is herein af- 
ter directed, of all ſuch men as ſhall on that day be in the ſaid pa- 
riſh and ſhall offer themſelves to vote. And ſuch poll ſhall conti- 
nue open until fix o'clock in the afternoon of the ſame day and no 
longer. And every man offering himſelf to vote, ſhall give an 
account of his chriltian name, ſurname, trade or occupation, and 
uſual and laſt place of abode, and ſhall fign his name or make his 
mark oppoſite to an entry thereof which ſhall be made in a book 


to be provided by the ſenior peace ofticer for ſuch purpoſe. Aud 


every man offering himſelf to vote ſhall take the following oaths 
which the ſaid officer is hereby authorized and required to admi- 
niſter; „I A. B. do ſwear that I am a natural born ſubje& of 
Great Britain, that I am twenty one years of age, that I have not 
on this day voted before in this pariſh or in any other pariſh or 
place for the election of a Member of Parliament: that I am not 
an officer, non-commiſſioned officer, warrant officer, drummer, or 
private man in the embodied militia, navy or army: and that my 
chriſtian name, re trade, occupation, and uſual and Jait 
place of abode is ſuch as by me now declared, fo help me God.“ 
And every man offering himſelf to vote ſhall further take ſuch oath. 


or oaths as are, or may be enacted againſt bribery and corruption. 


And every man whatever (not of inſane mind or a criminal inca- 
pacitated by law) offering himſelf to vote in any pariſn, who _ 
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£31 
have given an account of himſelf as aforeſaid, and ſhall have 
taken the aforeſaid oaths, ſhall be admitted to vote at ſuch elec- 
tions for ſuch legal candidate as he ſhall think fit. | 
And be it enacted, That in caſe the ſaid ſenior peace officer 
Mall have cauſe to ſuſpect that any perſon voting at ſuch election 
s not entitled ſo to vote according to the true intent and meaning of 
this act, or ſhall be requeſted by any of the candidates or by any 
of their agents to place a quere oppoſite to the name of any voter 
Juch officer shall enter into the poll-book a quere vppolite to the 
name of ſuch voter, with the 2 of ſuch quere, but ſhall not re- 
fuſe to take the vote of any man who ſhall have ſigned the book and 
taken the oaths aforeſaid; and the validity of ſuch quered vote ſha!l 
afterwards be determined, upon petition, by the committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, to which ſuch election ſhall be referred. And 
ſach peace officer ſhall on the day next after the election deliver to 
the returning officer of his borough the poll-book fo taken. And 
the ſenior peace officer of every pariſh ſhall provide a ſufficient 
number of clerks to aid and aſſiſt him in taking the ſaid poll — 
And the Juſtices of the peace in their quarter ſeilions, to be held 
next after ſuch expence for the hire of the ſaid clerks and the 
Purchaſe of the ſaid books ſhall have been incurred, ſhall allow 
the ſame, or ſo much as they ſhall deem reaſonable, and fuch ex- 
pences ſo allowed ſhall be paid by the treaſuier of the county out 
of the county rates. g 
And whereas men ſerving as officers, non- commiſſionèd offi- 
cers, warrant officers, drummers, or private men in the embo- 
died militia, navy or army, may at the time of election be aſſem- 
bled together in large bodies in places diſtant from their reſpective 
f N and if ſuffered to vote like other ſubjects for whatever 
_ borough they may chuſe, might combine together under improper 
. Influence and vote in bodies, and thereby decide the election in 
Places to which they do not rw, + and where they have no con- 
, nection, to the prejudice of the inhabitants of ſuch places, and of 
the kingdom at large ;—And whereas it would be unjuſt that men 
who expoſe their lives for the defence of their country ſhould be 
_ deprived of thoſe eſſential rights which are by this act reſtored to 
every ſubject. Be it enacted, for the preſervation of ſuch rights, 
and for the prevention of ſuch inconveniencies, That every offi- 
rer, non-commitſſioned officer, warrant officer, drummer, and 
Private man in the embodied militia, navy or army, ſhall be enti. 
led to vote for the election of a member to repreſent him in Par- 
— lament, in the manner herein after directed, and not otherwiſe. 
And be it enacted, That every officer, non-commiſſioned offi- 
cer, warrant efficer, drummer, and private man in the navy or 
army; and every officer, non-commiſſioned officer, and drummer 
of militia when embodied, ſhal} (if he ſhall think fo fit) as ſoon 
as he ſhall arrive, or be in any port or place within this king- 
dom, go before and be examined upon oath by a Juſtice of the 
peace touching the place of his laſt ſettlement if in England, or 
of his birth if in Scotland; and ſuch juſtice of the peace ſhall 
for the purpoſe of this act adjudge the ſame actorfingly; and 
give a certificate of ſuch adjudication to the commanding 2 5 
| 8 3 0 


['9] 


of the ſhip, or corps to which ſuch man belongs; and when hoy 


man ſhall enter or enliſt, or receive a commiſtion in the militia, 
navy or army, a ſimilar proceeding in reſpect toſuch man ſuall be 
Had if required; and the ſaid commanding officer ſhall, from time 
to time, within eight days after the receipt of any ſuch certificate 
from a Juſtice of the peace, tranſmit the ſame to the office of Ad- 
miralty or War office; and ſuch certificate ſhall be filed and kept 
in the ſaid office as matter of record. And the board of Admi- 


ralty or Secretury at War ſhall, within one month after the receipt - 
of ſuch certificate, cauſe a copy thereof atteſted by the Secretary - 


or chief Clerk of the ſaid office to be tranſmitted to the pariſh to 


which ſuch man is adjudged to belong. And in caſe any man ſhall . 


be removed or drafted from one ſhip or corps to another, an ae- 
count of ſuch removal ſhall in like manner be certified to ſych pas 
Tiſh ; and all ſuch certificates ſo tranſmitted to ſuch pariſh ſhall be 
preſerved in a cheſt in the church of ſuch pariſh, | 
And be it further enacted, That every officer, non- commiſſioned 
officer, warrant officer, drummer, or private man in the navy or 
army, ſhall be entitled to vote for the election of a member of 
Parliament only for. the borough in which the pariſh to which he 
has been ſo adjudged to belong is ſituate ; And every officer ſery- 
ing in the militia, who ſhall have delivered in to the clerk of the 
peace his qualification, ſhall, during the time he is embodied, be 
entitled to vote for the election of a member of Parliament only 


in ſuch borough where ſuch qualification, or the greater part there- 


of, is ſituate; And every other officer, non-commiſſioned officer, 
and drummer of militia, ſhall during the time he is embodied, be 
entitled to vote for the election of a member of Parliament only 
in ſuch borough in which the pariſh he ſhall have been ſo adjudged 
to belong is ſituate; And every private militia man, while he is 
embodied, ſhall be entitled to vote for the election of a member of 
Parliament only for the borough in which the pariſh he ſhall then 
be ſerving for is ſituate. And the Clerk of the peace in each coun- 
ty where the militia is or ſhall be raiſed, ſhall on the firſt of Au- 
guſt next, wake out a certificate of the qualification delivered to 
him of each officer who ſhall then be ſerving in the embodied mi- 
litia, and shall fign and tranimit the ſame to the ſenior peace of- 
ficer of the parish in which the ſaid qualification, or the majo 
part thereof, 1s fituate, | | 
And be it anacted, That as ſoon as the liſt of candidates shall 
appear in the Gazette, every officer, non-commiltoned officer, 
warrant officer, drummer, and private man ia the embodied mi- 
litia, navy or army, who shall at that time be reſding in Great- 
Britain, or be in any port within the kingdom, shall, within 
twenty-ſix days after the ſaid publication in the Gazette, (that is 
on or before the 10th of Auguſt next) having a right to go before 
a [uſtice of the peace, and give his vote in favour of any perſon 
who is a legal candidate for ſuch borough as he is entitled to vote. 
And the Bid Juſtice of the peace shall read to ſuch perſon 
a liſt of the candidates for the borough for which he shall claim a 
right to vote, as published in the Gazette; and alſo the clauſes in 
- this act which inlet penalties on perſons who shall be found guilty 
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of perjury, bribery, corruption, or other offences againſt this act, 
= which incapacitate perſons convicted of certain crimes from 
being elected, or from voting for the election of a member of 
Parliament; and shall likewiſe adminiSer to ſuch perſons the fol- 
lowing oath—<* I A. B. do ſwear that I am a natural born ſubject 
of Great-Britain, that 1 am twenty-one years of age, that I am 
an officer, non-commiſhoned officer, warrant officer, drummer, 
or private man in the embodied militia, navy or army (as the caſe 
may be, ſpecif,ing the ſbip or corps to which ſuch perſon belongs) and 
that I have not before voted for any other place than that for 
which I now claim a right to vote.“ And likewiſe ſuch oath or 
: oaths as are, or ſhall be enacted againſt bribery and corruption. 
And ſuch Juſtice of the peace shall then take an account of the 
name, rank, and corps of ſuch perſon, and of the candidate for 
whom he shall vote; which account shall be ſubſcribed and ſworn 
to by ſuch perſon, and certifed by ſuch Juſtice of the peace, who 
shall by the next poſt tranſmit the ſame to the returning officer of 
the borough for which ſuch perſon shall vote, ſuch perſon paying 
to the clerk of the ſaid Juſtice of the peace one shilling for the 
«fame, and no more. And the returning officers of the ſeveral 
- boroughs shall not be chargeable with any duty of poſtage for let- 
ters containing ſuch certificates, N 

And be it enacted, I hat one of his Majeſty's principal Secre- 
taries of State shall cauſe the Gazette or Gazettes, containing 
the ſaid liſt of candidates, to be tranſmitted, as ſoon as published, 
to every acting Juſtice of the peace within the kingdom, 

Provided always, That nothing in this act contained shall de- 
.prive or be conſtrued to deprive any perſon belonging to the mili- 
tia when diſembodied, from voting in ſuch borough as he shall 
think fit, in the ſame manner as all other commoners are by this 
act, enabled to do. 

And be it enacted, That the ſaid returning officer ſhall, imme- 
diately after having received the poll- books, proceed with the 
- aſſiſtance of the peace officers who have taken the poll books, to exa- 
mine the ſaid poll books, together with ſuch certificates as ſhall 
have been made to ſuch returning officer from Juſtices of the Peace 
of the votes given by perſons in the embodied militia, navy and 
army, for his borough ; and ſhall compare ſuch certificates of votes 
with the certificates before. tranſmitted from the Admiralty, or 
War-office of the adjudications reſpecting ſuch right of voting; 
and with the certificates of the clerks of the peace concerning the 
qualification of officers of militia: And ſuch of the ſaid votes as 
ſhall appear to the ſaid returning officer to be legal votes, ſha!l be 
by him admitted as ſuch : And ſuch returning officer ſhall, within 
three days after the election, declare that candidate to be duly 
elected who ſhall appear from the poll books, and from the certifi- 
cate votes, to have the greateſt number of legal votes in his fa- 

your, admitting ſuch as are 2 And the ſeveral returning 
officers ſhall, immediately after having made ſuch declaration, 
make their returns to the precepts from their reſpective High She- 
riffs. And the reſpective High Sheriffs ſhall immediately after re- 
ceiviiig ſuch returns from the returning officers, make their re- 


: turns 


n 
turns to the writs from the Lord High Chancellor. And the 
Lord High Chancellor ſhall cauſe a liſt of the names of the mem- A» 
bers who are returned for the reſpe&ive boroughs, to be publiſhed : 4 
in the Gazette, on or before the firſt of October next. - 154. dS» 
And be it enacted, That it ſhall be lawful for every commoner 1 
(poſſeſſing a landed qualification as by law directed) to offer himſelf f ere; 1 
as a candidate for any borough within the kingdom, and for as Le wx hittvecd, | 
many boroughs as he ſhall think proper; 'and if any candidate 18 rr en 


.- a member for more than one borough, ſuch member FX 
all, within fourteen days after the liſt of members returned ſhall - 9 
have been publiſhed in the Gazette, make his option in writing, , 4 


* 


directed to the Lord High Chancellor of England, of the place 2 3 NA 4 
for which he chuſes to ſerve. And the Lord High Chancellor | 6. 


ſhall forthwith iſſue a new writ for a new election for that bo- 5 
rough, or thoſe boroughs, for which ſuch member hath not made 1 
his option to ſerve, And in caſe any vacancy ſhall happen for 4 1 


any borough previous to the election of a ſpeaker of the Houſe of | 1 
—— the Lord High Chancellor hall ae his writ for filling Ahece ah 1 
up ſuch vacancy; and in caſe any vacancy ſhall happen for any- Nee. ar 
borough after a ſpeaker is choſen, the ſpeaker ſhall iſſue his warrant =_ 
for filling up ſuch vacancy. 
And be it enacted, That when any vacancy for a borough is to 1 4 | 
be filled up, ſuch perſons only as by the poll books or certificates , E ol 
ſhall appear to have actually voted at the laſt general election in or „ 
for the borough where ſuch vacancy ſhall happen, ſhall have a a 1 
right to vote at the election occaſioned by ſuch vacancy. } "0 
And be it enacted, That the Houſe of Commons, fo choſen, f.. 
ſhall meet every year, when ſummoned by his Majeſty's proclama- 222 
tion for the diſpatch of buſineſs: That all petitions concerning Zac 
undue returns ſhall be preſented the firſt day of the ſeſſions: That 
the Houſe of Commons, immediately after ſwearing their mem- ae . 
bers, ſhall proceed to chuſe Committees, as by law directed, to * 
decide elections againſt which petitions ſhall have been preſented ; (nec 2244 
That no other buſineſs ſhall be proceeded on until all the faid conn 4 
troverted elections ſhall be decided: that ſeveral Committees my 
proceed at the ſame time on different elections; that the houſe 
hall fit and be called over every day until Committees for all 
conteſted elections ſhall be formed ; that no Committee ſhall be 
allowed to fit longer than three days for the determination of any 
one election ; that no counſel for any of the parties ſhall be allowed 
to ſpeak after the firſt day; and that the witneſſes ſhall be examin- 
ed by the Committee and not by the counſel, | CORR 
And be it declared and enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That . 
the Houſe of Commons ſo elected ſhall be taken and reputed to be 2, 
the only true repreſentatives of all the Commons of Great Britain, A. See 
and ſhall by the conſent of the ſaid repreſentatives, or by the ma- i Lee { 
jority of them bind the conſent of all the Commons of Great Bri- 4 
tain, in all matters and things on which the ſaid Houſe of Com- 4 
mons is competent to decide, and to the paſſing of all ſuch laws as 
parliament hath a right to enact. 3 
And be it further enacted, That the Houſe of Commons ſo 
choſen, ſhall continue and be the repreſentatives of the Com- 
in \ - WY | mons 
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mions of Great Britain for one year only, and no longer; to be 
computed from the firſt day of September on which ſuch election 
3 mall have taken place. And that on the firit day of September 
„ in every year, for ever after, (or on the ſecond of September when 

* » the firſt ſhall fall on a Sunday) all the Commons of Great Britain 
nen {excepting only minors, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals 
ic pacitated by law) ſha)l proceed to the election of new bur- 
— in the ſame manner and form as herein before di- 
en to be obſerved for the election of burgeſſes of the year next 

4 aſuing. | 

| And whereas the oaths, which by this act are directed to be taken, 
4: for preventing the admiſſion of illegal votes, may not be a ſuffi- 
| cient guard again the ſame, unleſs the breach of ſuch oaths be 
attended with punishments adequate to ſuch offences, be it en- 
acted, That in caſe any perſon shall be duly convicted of wilful 
päjerjury, in falſely taking any of the oaths preſcribed by this act, 
every {uch perſon shall be committed to the common goal of the 
county where ſuch offence shall have been committed, there to 
remain without bail or mainprize ſor the ſpace of three years, and 
be incapable of ever voting again in any borough for the election 
of a Member of Parliament. Provided always that every pro- 
ſecution for ſuch offence shall be * . within twelre ca- 
LIendat months next after the ſame shall have been committed, and 
not afterwards, 

And be it enacted, That no perſon who has been or shall be duly 
convicted 1a a court of law within this realm of the crimes of high 
treaſon, treaſon, murder, felony, perjury, forgery, grand or petty 
Iuceny, or any of them, shall be capable of being elected, or 

of voting for tke election of a Member of Parliament in for or any 
borough within this kingdom. | 
And be it further enactcd, That if any perſon herein directed 
to perform or do any matter or thing relative to the carrying this 
act into <x-cution, shall neglect, or refuſe to pay due obedience 
thereto, in ſuch manncr, and at ſuch times, as is, and are herein 
1 every perioa ſo offending shall forfeit the ſum of five 
un red pounds fo any p:rion who shall ſue for the ſame in any 
of bis Majefty's courts of record at Weſtminſter by action of debt, 
bill, plaint cr information, wherein no eſtoin, protection, or wa- 
er of law, nor more than one imparlance shall be allowed. And 
in caſe ſuch offender shall be the Lord High Chancellor, or an 
of the Judges, or either of the Secretaries of State, or any Clerk 
lr of the Peace, he thyl, over and above ſach penalty, be, from 
1 the lime of ſuch conviciion, incapable of ever holding any office of 
tfruſt or profit. | Provided always that every ſuit, action, or proſe- 
Kea cution ſor ſuch offence, shall be commenced within twelve calendar 
k * moaths next after the ſame shall have been committed, and not 
__ afterwards, | "+ 


And whereas the Peers of Scotland in the Parliament of Great 
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next, proceed to the election of ſixteen Peers to fit in the Parlia. 
ment of Great Britain for the kingdom of Scotland, and that ſuck 
| fixteen Peers ſo elected, and their heirs male ſacceding to their 
peerage, shall, from the time of ſuch election, continue to fit 
and vote in the Parliaments of Great Britain, as Peers of Scotland, 
without any new election for ſach purpoſe. And when any ya- 
cancy shall happen, by the extinction. of the male line in any of 
t ie peerages belonging to the Peers elected to repreſent the Peerage 
of Scotland in the Parliament of Great Britain, ſuch vacancy 
ſhall be filled up by a Peer of Scotland,' to be choſen by the Peers 
of Scotland; and the Peer ſo choſen, and his heirs male ſucceeding 
do his title, ſhall, from the time of ſuch election, continue to fit 
and vote in the Parliaments of Great Britain, as a Peer of Scot- 
land, without any new election for ſuch purpoſe, 
And whereas Peers of Scotland having a right to fit and vote in 
the Parliament of Great Britain, whether by election of the Peers 
of Scotland, or by being alſo Engliſh Peers, ought not to have 
another vote to be repreſented in the ſaid Parliament, be it enacted, 
That no perſon having a right to fit and vote in the Parliament of 
Great Britain, either as a Peer of England or of Scotland ſhall 
have a right to vote for the election of a Peer of Scotland to fit 
and vote in the ſaid Parliament of Great Britain. y 
And whereas the Peers of Scotland, not elected to fit and vote in 
the Parliament of Great Britain, will have a more diſtant proſpect 
of being ſo elected, when the right of fitting and voting is here- 
ditary in the male line of the families of the Peers ſo elected, and 
when there will be no new elections excepting when ſuch peerages 
ia the male line ſhall become extinct; and it is unreaſonable that 
the Peers of Scotland not elected as aforeſaid, ſhould for ſo long a 
time be deprived of the capacity, which all other ſubjects within 
the realm have of being cneated Peers of Great Britain, and of be- 
ing elected members of the Houſe of Commons: And whereas it 
is alſo unreaſonable that tke eldeſt ſons, and heirs apparent, of 
Peers of Scotland Hould not be eligible to repreſent, the Commons 
of Scotland, in the ſame manner as they, and the eldeſt ſons, and 
heirs apparent of the Peers of England, are eligible to repreſent 
the commons in England, be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That ail Peers of Scotland, as likewiſe the eldeſt fons, and heirs 
apparent, of Peers of Scotland, ſhall in future be capable of be. 
ing created Peers of Great Britain, and of fitting and voting in 
Parliament in conſequence of ſuch creation, and that the prior 
poſſoſſion of a peerage of Scotland, or being eldeſt ſon or heir 
apparent, of a Feer of Scotland, ſhall be no bar or hinderance to 
ſuch new creation. And that all Peers of Scotland, not elected to 
fit and vote in the Parliament of Great Britain, and the eldeſt ſons, 
and heirs apparent, of Peers of Scotland, ſhall be, and they are 
hereby declared to be capable of being choſen to repreſent the 
Commons of Great Britain, for any borough within the realm, in 
the ſame manner as other perſons not having a right to fit and 
vote in the Houſe of Lords. And that the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
| peerage of Scotland, or the being eldeſt fon, or heir 9 of 
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a Peer of Scotland, ſhall be no bar or hinderance to fuch election: 
in any borough or place within the realm. 


Ferm of the writ to be iſſued by the Lord High Chancellor, on or be- 
fore the 15th of April, every year, to the High Sheriff of each 

county, and to the Chief Magiſtrate of each city, being a county of 
ige, in Great Britain, 


GEORGE the third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, and fo forth. 
To the Sheriff of the county (or city) of greeting: 
Whereas by the advice and aſſent of our council for certain ardu- 
dus and urgent affairs, concerning us, the ſtate and defence of our 
kingdom of Great Britain, and the church, we have ordered a 
certain parliament to be holden at our city of Weſtminſter, on the 
day f next enſuing, then and there-to treat and 

have conference with the prelates and great men and peers of our 
zealm, therefore we command and ſtrictly enjoin you, that you 
. cauſe proclamation of the day and place aforeſaid to be made in 
your next county court to be holden after the receipt of this our 
writ, and that within four days after receiving this our writ, yon 
iſſue your precept to the Head Conſtable or Senior Peace Officer for 
the time being, of each borough within your county (or city) for 
the election of one member to ſerve in Parliament for ſuch bo- 
rough, directing him, on the iſt of September next, to cauſe one 
burgeſs of the mott ſufficient and diſcreet, freely and indifferently, 
to be elected by thoſe who ſhall be preſent at ſuch election, accord- 
ing to the form of an act paſſed in the year of our reign 
entitled An act for declaring and reſtoring the natural, una- 
henable and equal right of all the commons of Great Britain 
(infants, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals incapacitated by 
law, only excepted) to vote in the election of their repreſentatives 
in Parliament; for regulating the manner of ſuch elections; for 
reſtoring annual Parliaments; for giving an hereditary ſeat to the 
Sx4cen Peers which ſhall be elected for Scotland; and for eſta- 
bliſhing more equitable regulations concerning the pecrage of 
Scotland And the names of thoſe burgeſſes ſo to be elected 
(whether they be preſent or abſent) you cauſe to be inſerted in 
certain indentures to be thereupon made between you and thoſe 
who ſhall be preſent at ſuch election and them at the day and 
2 aforeſ:id, you cauſe to come in ſuch a manner, that the 
id burgeſſes for themſelves and the commonalty of the ſaid bo- 
roughs, may have from them full and ſufficient power to do and 
conſent: to thoſe things which then and there by the common 
council of our ſaid kingdom (by the bleſſing of God) ſhall happen 
to be ordained upon the aforeſaid affairs, ſo that for want of ſuch 
power, through an improvident election of the ſaid burgeſſes, the 
aforeſaid affairs may in no wiſe remain unfiniſhed. Willing ne- 
vertheleſs that neither you nor any other Sheriff of this our ſaid 
kingdom be in any wiſe elected. And that the elections, in the full 
boroughs in your county, ſo made diſtinctly and openly under 
| : | your 
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Your ſeal and the ſeals of thoſe who ſhall be preſent at ſuch elee- 


tion, you do certify to us in our Chantery, at the place aforeſaid, 
immediately af er returns ſhall have been made to your precepts 
from the aforeſaid head conſtables or ſenior peace officers of each 
borough within your ſaid county (or city), remitting to us one 
part of the atoreſaid indentares annexed to theſe preſents, toge- 
ther with this writ, Witneſs ourſelf at Weſtminſter the _ F 
day of in the year of our reign. 8 


Form of the precept to be iſſued by the High Sheriff of each county, 
and by the Chief Magiftrate of each city, being a county of itſelf, 
in Great Britain, every year, within four days after receiving the 
writ from the Lord High Chancellor, to the Head Conflable or 
Senior Peace Officer, for the time being, of each borough within his 
county or city. | : 
—— (0 wit) A. B. Eſq. Sheriff of the county (or city) afore- 
ſaid, To the head conſtable or ſenior peace officer of the borough 
of in my ſaid county (or city) greeting: By virtue of his 
Majeſty's writ under the great ſeal of Great-Britain to me directed 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in the Parliament to be holden at 
the city of Weſtminſter on the day of next enſuing, 
for the borough of aforeſaid, Theſe are therefore to will 
and require you that you make proclamation within the ſaid bo- 
rough of the day of election, and cauſe freely and indifferently to 
be elected one burgeſs of the moſt ſufficient and diſcreet, by thoſe 
who ſhall be preſent at ſuch election, according to the form of an 
act paſſed in the year of our reign, 
entitled Act for declaring and reſtoring the natural, unalien- 
able, and equal right of all the Commons of Great-Britain (in- 
fants, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals incapacitated by, 
law, only excepted) to vote in the election of their repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament: For regulating the manner of ſuch elections. 
For reſtoring annual parliaments. For giving an hereditary ſeat 
to the fixteen Peers which ſhall be elected for Scotland. And for 
eſtabliſhing more equitable regulations concerning the Peerage of 
Scotland.” — And the name of the ſaid burgeſs ſo elected (whes 
ther he ſhall be preſent or abſent) you cauſe to be inferted in cer- 
tain indentures to be made between me and thoſe who ſha!l have 
intereſt in ſuch election, and that you cauſe him to be and appear 
at his ſaid Majeſty's Parliament to be holden at the ſaid city of 
Weſtminſter, on the ſaid day of 
next enſuing, ſo that the ſaid burgeſs may have full and ſufficient 
power for himſelf and the commonalty of the ſaid borough to do 
and conſent to thoſe things which of the Common Council of the 
ſaid realm ſhall be requiſite and necefary to be done. And you 
are not to elect me or any other Sheriff of Great Pritain, And 
the ſaid election you are forthwith to certify to me, ſending to me 
one part of the ſaid indentures annexed to this precept, that 1 
may certify, the ſame to his Mzjelty in Chancery; herein fail 
not. Given under the ſeal of my office, this bs day of 
in the year of the reign of our 
ſovereign Lord George the Third, of Great-Britain, and fo forth, 
and in the year of our Lord 
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NOTE. 

The Form of the Writs and Precepts ſtill in uſe, (which is ſup. 
poſed to be very ancient,) has been adhered to as much as poſſibſe. 
And it is remarkable that theſe writs to the Sheriff ſtill direct, 
that all the members for the county, and for every city, and for 
every borough in his county, ſhall be elected by theſe who at the pro- 
clamation (to be made in the county court) all be prejent, accord- 
ing to the form of the ſtatute in ſuch caſe made and provided: 
Indentures are to be made between the Sheriff and 7ho/e avho fall 

3 er. at ſuch election; the election is to be made in bis full county 

AQiſfſtinctly and oper/y, and the members are to come in ſuch manner 

that they may have for themſelves, and the commanalty of their re- 

ffecti ve boroughs, Sc. ſufficicnt jower to do and conſent to things 

ewbich by the common council of the kingdem may bag pen to be ordained 

»#0n the ſaid affairs (on which Parliament is ſummoned) / that 

for want of ſuch power, through an improwident election of them, the 
Said affairs may in no wiſe remain wafniſhed. 

The precept from the Sheriff alſo dire&s the returning Otficers 

of cities and boroughs, that two members ſhall ſpeedily and i- 

 . differently be elected by thoſe who ſhall be preſent at the ſaid election, 

according to the form of the Statute in ſuch caſe made and pro- 
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A LET TR 
FROM 
His Grace Tae DUKE or RICHMOND, 


10 


LIEUT. COLONEL SHARMAN. 


ON 


A PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


SIR, 


HAVE have been honoured with a letter from Belfaſt, dated 

the 19th of July laſt, written in the name of the Committee 
of Correſpondence appointed by the delegates of forty-five Volun- 
teer _ aſſembled at Liſburn on the iſt of the ſame month, 
For taking preparatory ſteps to forward their intentions on the 
ſubject of a more equal Repreſentation of the People in Parlia- 
ment,“ and ſigned by their ſecretary, Henry Joy, jun. Eſq. 

In this letter, after ſhewing the corrupt ſtate of the boroughs 
in Ireland, the general opinion of the people that the conſtitution 
can be reſtored to its ancient purity and vigour by no other 
means than a Parliamentary Reform, and informing me of the 
ſteps which have been taken and are taking by the Volunteers, in 


determining to procure this deſirable object, the Committee is 


pleaſed * to requeſt my ſentiments and advice as to the beſt, moit 
eligible, and molt practicable mode of deſtroying, reſtraining, or 
counteracting this hydra of corruption, Borough Influence, in or- 
der to lay my opinion before the provincial aſſembly of delegates 
which is to be held at Dungannon, on the 8th of September 
next.” | 

This great mark of confidence, from gentlemen in whom ſo 
much truſt is placed, does me great honour ; for as I have not the 
pron. of being perſonally known to any of them, I can owe it 
but to the favourable ovinion they are pleaſed to entertain of my 

conſtant and zealous endeavours in the public ſervice. 
I am ſenſible that the only proper return | can make for this ho- 

nourable diſtinction, is to obey their commands in the beſt man- 
ner I am able; for although my inſufficiency for ſo arduous a, taſk 


would afford me but too good an excuſe for declining it, yet | feel 


it would be inconſiſtent with my ideas of the obligation every man 
8 D 18 
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* is under to ſerve the public as well as he can; if I was to refuſ- 
- 3 giving my opiniong, ſuch as they are, when thus called upon by 
a reſpectable body of gentlemen. 8 
= . Beſides my inability, I have to regret the want of time to col- 
| le& and arrange my thoughts in ſuch a manner as to be fit to ap- 
pear before you, and the neceſſary limits of a letter, which will 
not admit of the extenſive inveſtigation which a ſubje& of this 
vaſt importance deſerves ; for although I fear I muſt be long, I 
am ſenhble I cannot do it juſtice. 
The ſubject of a parliamentary reform is that which of all others, 
in my opinion, moſt deſerves the attention of the public, as I 
conceive it would include every other advantage which a nation 
can wih; and I have no hefitation in ſaying, that from every 
_ conſideration which I have been able to give to this great queſtion, 
that for many years has occupied mv mind, and from every day's 
xperience to the preſent hour, I am more and more convinced 
that rhe reſtoring th: right voting univerſally to every man, not in- 
capacitaied by nature for want of reaſon, or by law for the commiſſion 
of crimes, together with annual elections, is the only reform that can 
be effectual and permanent. I am further convinced that it is the 
only reform that is practicable. 
is | All other plans that are of a palliative nature have been found 
WE x inſufficient to iatereſt and animate the great body of the people, 
—- from whoſe earneſtneſs alone any reform can be expected. A long 
excluſion from any ſharein the legiſlature of their country has ren- 
dered the great maſs of the people indifferent whether the mono- 
poly that ſubſiſts, continues in the hands of a more or leſs extend- 
7. ed company; or whether it is divided by them into ſhares of ſome- 
ME what more or leſs juſt proportions. The public feels itſelf uncon- 
"= cern#d in theſe conteſts, except as to the oppreſſions it endures, 
2 and the exactions it ſuffers, which it knows muſt continue ſo long 
as the people remain deprived of all controul over their repreſen- 
tatires. This indifference of theirs, when the laſt attempt was 
wade for additional county members, was uſed by your opponents 
as an argument againſt all reſorm; it was aſked with a triumphant 
air, where are the petitions from the inhabitants of Birmingham, 
Mancheſter, Halifax, and other great unrepreſented towns? And 
their filence was deemed a proof of their acquieſcence and ſatis- 
faction in the preſent form of elections! The truth is, that the 
people have been ſo often deceived, that they will now ſcarcely 
trait any ſet af men; and nothing but ſelf-evident conviction, 
that a meaſure tends effeQually to the recovery of their rights, 
can or indeed ought to intereſt them in its favour, 

The leſſer reform has been attempted with every poſſible advan- 
t2ge in its favour ; not only from the zealous ſupport of the ad- 
vocates for a more effectual one, but from the aſſiſtance of men of 
great weight both in and out of power. But with all theſe tem- 
peraments and helps it has failed. Not one proſelyte has been 

gained from corruption, nor has the leaſt ray of hope been held 

—— out from any quarter, that the Houſe of Commons was inclined 

=; to adopt any other mode of reform. The weight of corruption 
S has cruſhed this more gentle, as it would have defeated. "= more 
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W it is from the inclination of Parliament that practicability is to 
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efficacious plan in the ſame circumſtances. From that quarter 
therefore I have nothing to hope. It is from the people at large 
that 1 expect any good. And I am convinced that the only way 
to make them feel that they are really concerned in the buſineſs, 
is to contend for their full, clear and indiſputable rights of univer- 
fel repreſentation. I call.them ſuch, not only from my own con- 
viction, but from the admiſſion of the friends to the more mode- 
rate plan, who in the ſecond addreſs of the Yorkſhire committee 
to the people, confeſs that our claims are founded on the true 


principles of the conſtitution, and only object to them on account 


of impraQticability. But their plan has now had a fair trial, and 


expected) has been found as impracticable as ours. The more 
extenſive plan, at the ſame time that its operation is more com- 


plete, depends on a more effectual ſupport, that of the people. 


I am alſo perſuaded that if the ſcheme for additional county 


members had proceeded” any further, infinite difficulties would 


have ariſen in adjuſting it. Neither the Yorkſhire committee nor 
Mr. Pitt have the detail of cheir plan. A juſt reparation would 
have been a moſt intricate taſk, for where different-intereſls are 
ſeparately + rhe the proportion is not very eaſy to aſcers 
tain. The doubt you ſtate concerning this mode of reform ap- 
pears to me well founded; a few great families might divide 2 
county between them and chuſe the members by a houſe liſt, like 
Eaſt India Directors. Another difficulty froqz the increaſe of the 
number of Members which might render the houſe more tumul- 
tous than deliberative, as its weight. But the greateſt objection, 
in my opinion to this and to every other narrow and contracted 
plan of reform, is, that it proceeds upon the ſame bad principle 
as the abuſe it pretends to rectify; it is ſtill partial and unegnal; 
a valt majority of the community is ſtill left unrepreſented !'and 
its moſt eſſential concerns, life, liberty and property, continue in 
the abſolute diſpoſal of thoſe whom they do not chuſe, and over - 
whom they have no controul, In the arrangements of plans of this 
kind there is no leading principle to determine that the addition 
ought to be, one hundred, fifty, or two hundred; that the allots 
ment ſhould be according to the population, property, or taxes 

id in each county, if thit any ſuppoſed proportion between the 
and-d and trading intereſt is the juſt one, and that the diviſion of 


county and city members will correſpond with this proportion 


when found. All is at ſea without any compaſs to enable us to 
diſtinguiſh the ſafe from the dangerous courſe. | | 
But in the more liberal and great plan of univer/al repreſentation, - 
a clear and diſtinct principle at once appears that cannot lead us 
wrong. Not con veuiency, but right: If it is not a maxim of our 
conſtitution, that a Britiſh ſubje& is to be governed only by laws 
to which he has conſented by himſelf or his repreſentative, we 
ſhould inftantly abandon the error; but if it is the eſſential of 
freedom, founded on the eternal principles of juſtice and witdom, 
and our unalienable birth- right, we ſhould not heſitate in aſſerting it. 


Let us then but determine to act on this broad principle, of giving 


ti every\man. his own, and we ſhall immediately get rid of all the 
” | D.z:: perplexities 


6 8 


1 33 | : 


Perplexities to which the narrow notions of partiality and excluſion 
muſt ever be ſubject. 

In the digeſting a plan upon this noble foundation we ſhall not 
find any difficulty that the moſt common underſtanding and pains 
will not eafily ſurmount. It does not require half the ingenuity 
of a common tax bill; and as a proof of this aſſertion I myſelf 
drew the form of a bill for this purpoſe, which I preſented to the 
Houſe of Lords in 1780; not as a perfect work, but merely to ſhew 
how eaſily the objections to the practicability of the plan, and tne 
inconveniencies that are ſuggeſted, might be got over, 

I believe the ſending you a copy of my bill will be the beſt way 
of explaining its operations. | have not one ready at this mo- 
ment, but it ſhall ſoon follow this letter. | 

I ſhall therefore only mention at preſent a few of its proviſions, 
which I think entirely remove the moſt plauſible objections that 

have been urged againſt it. 

The preſent number of Members in the Houſe of Commons is 
n e ſo that all apprehenſion from too numerous an allearbly 
ceaſes, 

An account of the whole number of males of age in the king - 
dom is to be taken and divided by the number of members to be 
ſent, which will find the quota of electors to chuſe one member; 
from the beſt accounts I can now get, it will be about two heu- 
Jand and fix hundred; theſe are to be formed into diſtricts or bo- 
roughs from the moſt contiguous pariſhes; and by having all the 
elections throughout the kingdom in one and the ſame day, and 
taken in each pariſh, all fear of riot and tumult vaniſhes, 
The great expence of elections, which ariſes chiefly from the 

coſt of conveying electors to the place of poll, and entertaining 
them there and on the road, will be no more when every man will 
vote in his own pariſh. Bribery muſt entirely ceaſe ; in a ſingle 
borough it would be difficult on ſo many as to have any effect, 
impoſhble. The numbers to be bought would be infinitely too 
great for any purſe, - Beſides, annual parliaments, by their fre- 
quency and by their ſhortneſs, would doubly operate in preventing 
corruption. | 

The vaſt expence of petitions to parliament on account of illegal 
returns, would be reduced almoſt to nothing. The points on 
which theſe conteſts generally turn, are the qualifications of the 
electors under the numberleſs reſtrictions the preſent laws have 
im poſed, which require the attendance of witneſſes, the pro- 
duction of records, and are ſubject to infinite diſpute, But when 
no other qualification ſhall be neceſſary but that of being a Britiſh 
ſubject, and of age, there can be but little left to contend upon 
as to the right of eleQors to vote. All other queſtions, that could 
afford ground for a petition would be trifling, and ri be de- 
cided in one day, Many other objections are obviated by the bill, 

Hut it is needleſs here to mention them. 

But there is another ſort of objection againſt which no proviſion 
can be made, as it is merely imaginary, It is feared by ſome, 
that the, influence of power and riches will give to the aritiocracy 
ſo great a lead in theſe elections as to place the whole government 
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In their hands, Orhers again dread, that when paupers and the 
loweſt orders of the people ſhall have an equal vote with the firſt” 
commoner in the kingdom, we ſhall fall into all the confuſion of 
a democratic republic. The contrariety cf theſe two apprehen- 
ſions might of itſelf be a ſufficient proof that neither extreme will 
take place. It is true, that the pooreſt man in the kingdom will 
have an equal vote with the firſt, for the choice of the perſon to 
whom he truſts his all; and I think he ought to have that equal 
degree of ſecurity againſt oppreſſion. It is alſo true, that men of 
ſuperior fortunes will have a ſuperior degree of weight and in- 
fluence: and I think that as education and knowledge generally at- 
rend property, thoſe wbo poſſeſs them ought to have weight and 
influence with the more ignorant. But the eſſential difference will 
be, that although the people may be led they cannot be driven. 
Property will have its weight, as it ever muſt have, in all govern- 
ments; and I conceive, that in this plan it will preciſely find its 
Juſt proportion combined with talents and character. A man of 
great property that is beloved and. eſteemed, will, as he ought, 
ave the greateſt ſway ; but tyranny and oppreſſion, though at- 
tended with riches, may be reſiſted, and will no longer be attended 
with a burguge tenure at command. 
Another ſubje& of apprehenſion is, that the principle of allow- 
ang to every man an equal right to vote tends to equality in other 
reſpects and to level property. To me it ſeems to have a direct 
contrary tendency, The equal rights of men to ſecurity from op- 
preſſion, and to the enjoyments of life and liberty, ſtrike me as 
perfectly compatible with their unequal ſhares of induſtry, labour 
and genius, which are the origin of inequality of fortunes, 'The 
equality and inequality of men are both founded in nature; and 
whilſt we do not confound the two, and only ſupport. her eſta- 
bliſhments, we cannot err. The protection of property appears. 
to me one of the moſt eſſential ends of ſociety; and ſo far from 
injuring it by this plan, I conceive it to be the only means of pre- 
Goring it; — the preſent ſyſtem is haſtening with great ſtrides to 
a perfect equality in univerſal poverty. | | 
It has been ſaid, that this plan of extending the right of voting 
to every individual creates much uneaſineſs in the minds of quiet 
and well diſpoſed perſons; «nd that if paupers, vagabonds, and 
rſons of no property, were left out, there would be no ob- 
jection to extend it to all houſeholders and perſons. paying taxes, 
and that the ſame diviſion into diſtricts might take place. My 
anſwer is that I know of no man, let him be ever ſo poor, who in 
his conſumption of food and uſe of raiment, does not pay taxes, 
and that I would wiſh to encourage an enthufiaim for his country 
in the breaſt of every ſubject, by giviug him his juſt ſhare in its 
government, I readily admit, that ſuch an alteration would be a 
vaſt improvement; but | mult prefer the adhering rigidly to a ſelf- f 
evident principle, eſpecially when attended with no inconvenience 
in the execution, that I can foreſee. Beſides, we ſhould again 
fall ioto the difficulties of draw ing the line of ſeparation, and into 
the diſputes about qualification, * , 


LEN and Parliament under the controul of the people. I would no 
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The apprehenſions that our government will become too demo- 
eratic, have been urged on another ground It has been ſaid, that 
the Houſe of Commons has uſurped the whole power of govern- 

ment; that the crown in reality no longer poſſeſſes its negative, 
and muſt in all things be ruled by the Houſe of Commons; that 
the Houſe of Lords, in conſequence of its exclufion (by the will 
of the Houſe of Commons, and not by law) from interfering in 

money bills, no longer in fact exerciſes the functions of a branch 
of the legiſlature; that the only means by which the balance of 
the conſtitution js now in any degree preſerved, is by the irre- 
— influence of the crown and of the Peers in the Houſe of 
ommons; and that if they are excluded f.om interference 
De as it is ſuppoſed will be the caſe if this bill paſſes, and / 
are not reſtored to their original ſhare of power, the equilibrium 
will be deitroyed, and the Government become purely demo- 
cratic. | 
To remedy this objection, it has been anſwered by others, that 
It is but juſt and reaſonable, and that they mean at the ſame time 
that the Commons. are reſtored to their rights, that the Crown 
and the Peers ſhould recover theirs. This anſwer has been ridi- 
culed in my opinion with more wit, than ſolidity of argument. 
It has been repreſented as admitting that whilſt the Houſe of 
Commons continue corrupt, the King and Lords ſhould ſubmit 
to its deciſions; but that when it ſhould really ſpeak the voice 
of the people, then it would be right to revive the dormant powers 
of reſiſting it. | | 
For my part I agree in opinion with thoſe who are for reſtoring 
to all parts of the ſtate their juſt rights at the ſame time; to do 
it generally, not partially, is what I maſt contend for. At the 
ſame time, I admit that I am not for reſtoring the negative of the 
crown. My reaſon is, that it appears to me prepoſterous that the 
will of one man ſhould for ever obſtruct every regulation which 
all the reſt of the nation may think neceſſary. I objeet to it as [ 
would to any other prer9pative of the crown, or privilege of the 
Lords, or people, that is not founded upon reaſon. > an 
But I agree, that if the Houſe of Commons was reduced to its 
natural dependence on the people alone, and the preſent ſyſtem of 
making it the excluſive part of government was continued, we 
ſhould approach to a pure democracy more than our conſtitution 
warrants, or than I wiſh to ſee, I am not for a democratic, any 
more than for a ariſtocratic, or monarchic government, ſolely ; I 
am for that admirable mixture of the three, that our inimitable 
and comprehenſive conſtitution has eftabliſhed ; I wiſh to ſee the 
executive part of government-revert to where the conſtitution has 
originally placed it, in the hands of the Crown to be carried on 


its miniſters: thoſe miniſters under the coS#troul of Parliament; 


have Parliament made, as it daily is, a party concerned in every 
act of ftare, whereby it becomes the executive for which it is not 
caleulated, and loſes its ſuperintending and controuling power, 
which is the main end of its inſtitution. For when the two houſes 7. 
are-prevjouſly pledged by addreſſes, votes and reſolutions, it be- 
AJ] comes 
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comes extremely difficult for them afterwards to cenſure meaſures 


in which they have been ſo deeply engaged by acts of their own, 


Another great inconyenience ariſes from Parliament's taking ſo 
much of the executive of government on itſelf, which is, the ex- 
ceſſive length of the ſeſlions ; an evil which of late has greatly en- 
creaſed, Now that Parliament is engaged in every detail in order 
to ſcreen the miniſter, it never can finiſh its buſineſs till the middle 
of the ſummer, when the independent country gentlemen, tired 
of a long attendance and hot weather in town, is retired to his. 


— 4 buſineſs in the country, and that of the public left to be 


ettled in thin houſes by a few dependents of the miniſter. 

ſhort ſeſſion of two or three months would be ſuſſicient to examin 
he expenditure of former grants, to make new ones, to redreſs 
rievances and paſs ſuch general laws as circumſtances might re- 
uire. The inconveniency and expence to a private Member of 


Parliament in attending his duty would then be trifling ; and in- 


ſtead of forty commoners and three peers to form a quorum to de- 


cide the greateſt matters of ſtate, the attendance of two thirds of 


each body, which would give reſpe& to their proceedings, might 
and ought to be required, I am alſo free to own my opinion, 
that when the Houle of Lords ſhall be effectually prevented from 
having any influence in the Houle of Commons, as I think it muſt 
by this bill, it ſhould at the ſame time recover its equal rights in 
every reſpe& with the Houſe of Commons as a co-ordinate branch 
of the legiſlature. Theſe ſentiments are I think conſonant to the 
idea ſo well expreſſed in your letter to the volunteer army of the 
province of Uliter, © to reſtore to the Crown its original ſplen- 
dor, to nobility its ancient privileges, and to the nation at 1 


: * 
its inherent rights.“ | 


[ believe I have now troubled you with all that is neceſſary con» 


cerning my plan My bill will ſhew the detail as far as concerns 
the Houſe of Commons and the election of Scotch Peers; the re- 
gulations for reſtoring to the Crown its executive and to the Houſe 
of Lords its deliberative functions ſhould be added to and form a 
part of this bill; but I have not as yet had time and leiſure to pre- 
pare them 5 | 

In what I have ſaid, I have ſhewn my opinion concerning the 
iſt, 3d, 4th, 6th, and 8th queſtions you have propoſed to me. 
There remains the zd, 5th and 7th to be conſidered, - | 


In reſpe& to the ſecond, which I preſume relates to the admiſ-—- 


ſion of Roman Catholics to vote at elections, I can only ſay, that 
the ſame priaciples which go to civil liberty equally lead to liber- 
ty of conſcience: 1 admire with you the glorious ſpirit of tolera- 
tion, which you ſay has united the once diſtracted inhabitants of 
Ireland into one indiſſoluble maſs. And I am ſure that nothing 
ſhort of evident danger to the ſtate can warrant its interference in 

eligious opinions. But unacquainted as I am with the ſtate of 
Ireland, it is impoſſible for me to know the preſent temper and 
diſpoſition , of the Roman Catholics there, and thoſe only who 


are on the ſpot can judge how far excluſions of this: ſort are ne- 


ceſſary, Or ought to extend. 
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With regard to the th queſtion, if voting by ballot is adviſable? 
I am clearly of opinion that it is not. The idea of a ballot can 
have ariſen but to avoid the effect of ſome improper influence? 
and I conceive it much more noble, directly to check that influ- 
ence, than indirectly to evade it by concealment and deceit, 1 
am convinced that trivial circomſtances in things like this tend 
greatly to form the national character: and that it is moſt con- 
Aſtent with that of a Britiſh or Iriſh freeman, that all his actions 
mould be open and avowed, and that he ſhould not be aſhamed of 
declating in the face of his country whom he wiſhes to intruſt 
with its intereſts. Upon the ſame idea that ballots may be a co- 
ver for independence, they mult alfo be a cloak for bribery and a 
Chool for lying and deceit, 

As to the 7th queſtion, whether it would not be equitable or 
expedient that boroughs now in the poſſeſſion of individuals ſhould 
be purchaſed by the nation? I think that although no man can 
have a ſtrict claim in equity to be refunded the loſs of what nei- 
ther buyer nor ſeller had a right to barter, yet it will be wiſe to 
purchaſe the good-will, or at leaſt to ſoften the reſiſtance, of the 
preſent powerful poſſeſſors of boroughs by a moſt ample compen- 
fation, Ihe liberties of a nation cannot be bought too dear; but 
the whole coſt of theſe boroughs would not amount to the profits 
of one jobbing contract. | * 

I have now anfwered all the queſtions you were pleaſed to pro- 
poſe ; but I muſt mention another advantage which ought to re- 
. commend the meaſures you are purſuing to every friend to the in- 
ternal peace and quiet of the kingdom, which is, that when the 
People have obtained a regular, legal, and ſpeedy way of giving 
effect to their ſentiments, there can no longer be any apprehen- 
fon of their endeavouring to redreſs themſelves by mobs and tu- 
moults: and even fuch regular and well. conducted meetings as 
. yours will become needlefs. I mention this circumſtance with the 
more ſatisfaQtion, as it ſtamps your conduct with the moſt un- 
equivocal marks of diſintereſted patriotiſm, Power, when once 
acquired, is generally endeavoured to be preſerved by its poſſeſſ- 
ors ; but you, after having taken up yours from neceſſity, and 
employed it uſefully, are now endeavouring with unexampled 
virtue to render its continuance unneceflary. For great as your ſer- 
vices have been, in ſo ſoon forming a complete army, in the advan= 
tages you have procured for your country, in the good order you 
have preſerved, and in the efficacy you have given to law, you 
will derive ftill greater credit, in my opinion, from your good 
ſenſe in ſeeing that a great military force totally unconnetted with 
the civil government, cannot be a permanent eſtabliſhment in a 
free country, whoſe firſt principle is never to truſt abſolute power 
in any hands whatever, Your preſent endeavours to reſtore the con- 
+ Kitution to its purity and vigour evidently tend to make this and 
every extraordinary inſtitution unneceſſary ; for, when the people 
are fairly and equally repreſented in Parliament, when they have 
annual opportunities of changing their deputies, and through 
_ them of controling every abuſe of government in a ſafe, * wer 

2 5 | : 34 


1 25 1 
Jegal way, there can be no longer any reaſdn for recurring to 
thoſe ever dangerous though ſometimes neceſſary expedients of an 
armed force, which nothing but a bad government can juſlify. 
Such a magnanimous end to your proceedings, when after having 
reſtored. liberty, commerce, and a free government to your coun- 
try, you ſhall voluntarily retire to the noble character of private 
citizens, peaceably enjoying the bleſſings you have procured, will 
crown your labours with everlaſting glory, aud is worthy the ge- 
nuine patriotic ſpirit which animates the Iriſh Volunteers. 
Before I conclude, I beg leave to expreſs a wiſh that the mu- 
tually eſſential connection between Great-Britain and Ireland may 
Joon be ſettled. on ſome liberal and fair footing. That which did 


ſubſiſt was on ſuch narrow and abſurd principles, that no friend 


to either kingdom can regret its loſs: founded on conſtraint and 
dependence, incompatible with the condition of freemen, Ireland 


had an indiſputable right to diſſolve it whenever ſhe chole fo to 


do, But ſurely, if we do not mean a total ſeparation, it would 
be right to agree upon ſome new terms by which we are to conti- 
nue connected. 1 have always thought it for the 1atereſt of the 
two iſlands to be incorporated and form one and the ſame king- 
dom, with the ſame legiflature meeting ſometimes in Ireland as 
well as in England, But if there are difficulties to ſuch an union 


not to be got over at preſent, ſome ſort of feederal unicn at lead 


between the two kingdoms ſeems neceſſary to aſcertain the many 

circumſtances that concern their joiat intereſts; and an union of 

this ſort may now be formed with much greater propriety than be- 
fore, as it will be ſanctiſied by the free conſent. of independent 
nations. 


I do conceive that ſome ſteps of this ſort is abſolutely neceſſary, 


becauſe the preſent footing, of ſeparation rather than union, 1s , 


too unfair to be able long to ſubſiſt. England, beſides the load of 
the whole debt contracted for the uſe of both kingdoms, bears all 
the burdens of naval defence and foreign negociations, and by far 
more than its proportion of the land ſervice in time of war. But 
what is worſe, is, that there »; no certainty now left that we ſhall 
have the ſame enemies and the ſame friends: Different intereſts 
as they may appear, may lead one kingdom to think a war neceſ- 
ſary, and the other to remain in peace; the ſame King, in his 
different kingdoms, may think it wiſe to follow the advice of his 
reſpective Parliaments, I need ſcarcely add, that the unavoidable 
conſequences of ſuch a difference are a war between the two king- 
doms. Unleſs ſome ſettlement takes place upon theſe and many 
other important ſubje&s, I am far from being clear that it will be 
for the advantage of liberty in either kingdom, that its Monarch 
| ſhould continue the ſovereign of a neighbouring ſtate with which 
it has no connection. I am ſenſible that there are great dithcul- 
ties attending the adjuſtment of ſuch an union, and that it requires 
great wiſdom and temper to form it, eſpecially on the part of Ire- 
. which muſt feel that ſhe ought to give the preponderance to 
Great - Britain; but I am ſure the buſineſs ought not to be neglect- 
ed, and that every true friend to both kingdoms ought to give it 
his moſt zealous aſſiſtance. | | 

| | K I beg 
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I beg pardon for having gone into a ſubject not immediately be. 
longing to that, upon which you have defired my opinion, but 1 
thought it ſo connected with it, and at the fame time fo important, 
that I truſt you will excuſe my having introduced it. 1 fear I 
have been long, but it was impoſſible for me to compreſs ſo 
much matter into a leſs compaſs, and when you wiſhed to have 
my opinion, I thought it beſt to give it fully, or at leaſt as fully 
as I could in a letter. If it contains one thought that can be uſe- 
ful I ſhall be happy. I have only to aſſure the Committee of the 
2eal I feel for the cauſe the Volunteers have undertaken, to the 
ſapport of which I ſhall ever be ready to give every aſſiſtance in 
my ; and that it is with the higheſt reſpe& and admiration 
for conduct, that I have the honour to be 


Their moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 
RICHMOND, &c. 
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* Fes a conſiderable time paſt, public meetings had been 
l occaſionally holden, in various parts of the kingdom, 
in which the ſtate of parliamentary repreſentation was the fabje&s 
of diſcuſſion, in which its inadequateneſs was ſtrongly pointed 
out, and in which ſpirited reſolutions were entered into relative 
to the neceſſity of a more equal repreſentation of the people. 
Many meetings of this kind took place in the courſe of the year 
1782, in the metropolis, and in different counties, cities, and: 
towns of the kingdom. / On the firſt of February at a commons / 
hall of the livery of the city of London, at Guildhall, it was 
_ reſolved, ** That the unequal repreſentation of the people, the 
corrupt ſtate of Parliament, and the perverſion: thereof, — its 
original inſtitution, had been the principal cauſes of the unjuſt. 
war with America, of the conſequent diſmemberment of the 
Britiſh Empire, and of every grievance of which the nation com- 
plained. That theſe grievances could never be removed, until 
the right of the people to their conſtitutional ſhare in the Engliſh | 
government ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed, by a fair and equal repreſen» 
tation in parliament, and a frequent election of their repreſenta» 
tives, according to ancient uſage. That a committee of the 
livery of London ſhould be appointed, for the purpoſe of obtain- 
ing a reſtoration of theſe rights: and that the ſaid committee ſhall | 
take the moſt effectual methods for obtaining a more equal repre- 
ſentation of the people in Parliament, and a frequent election of | 
the repreſentatives, according to. ancient uſage; and that, for 
theſe purpoſes, they ſhould concur and correſpond with other 
committees throughout the kingdom.” Similar reſolutions were 


Oar 


made at other meetings, and by other bodies; and, in particular, c 


the committee of aſſociation for the county of York exerted theme. | 

ſelves with much ſpirit and ability in the management of this buſi- 

neſs, and publiſhed ſeveral addreſſes to the publie on this impor- 

tant ſubject. 

* 'Theſe exertions of the people at length cauſed the matter to 

become in ſome degree an object of diſcuſſion in the houſe of 
oy E 2 commons. 
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commons. Jt was_introduced into that aſſembly on the 9th of 
May, 1782, by Mr. William Pitt. That gentleman then ob- 

ſerved, that the repreſentation of the commons in parliament was 
a matter ſo truly intereſting, that it had at all times excited the 

regard of men the moſt enlightened; and the defects which they 
had found in that repreſentation, had given them reaſon to ap- 

| prehend the moſt alarming conſequences to the conſtitution. — 
That the frame of our conſtitution had undergone material altera- 

tions, by which the commons houſe of Parliament had received 

an improper and dangerous bias, and by which, indeed, it had 

fallen ſo greatly from that direction and effect which it was in- 

ded, and ought to have in the conſtitution, he believed it would 

be idle for him to attempt to prove. It was a fact ſo plain and 

=Ip that every man's reaſon, if not his experience, muſt 


Qint it out to him. He bad only to examine the quality and x 
ature of that branch of the conſtitution, as originally eſtabliſhed, 
and to compare it with its preſent ſtate and condition. / That 
beautiful frame of government, which had made us the envy and 
_ admiration of mankind,” in which the- people were-entitled to hold 
1 Jo diſtinguiſhed a Mare, was ſo far, dwindled and departed from 
/ /ats original purity, that the repreſentatives ceaſed in a great de- 
gree to be connected with the people; it was the eſſence of the 
conſtitution that the people had a ſhare in the government by the 
means of repreſentation; and its excellency and permanency muſt 
reſult from this repreſentation being equal, eaſy, practicable, and 
complete. When it ceaſed to be ſo; when the repreſentative 
ceaſed to have connection with the conſtituent, and was either de- 
pendant on the crown, or the ariſtoraey; there was then a defect 
n the frame of repreſentation, and it was not innovation, but re- 
covery of conſtitution, to repair it. | 
Mx. Pitt further obſerved, that it was not now his intention to 
Enter into any enquiry reſpecting the proper mode of reform, or 
to conſider what would moſt completely tally and ſquare with the | 
original frame of the conſtitution. / All that he at preſent ina“ | 
tended was; to move for the inſtitution of a committee, to be | 
compoſed cf ſuch men as tlie houſe ſhould, in their wiſdom, ſe- 
JeQ, as the moſt proper and the beſt qualified for inveſtigating this 
Tubje®&, and making a report to the houſe, of the beſt means of 
carrying into execution a moderate and ſubſtantial reform of the 
zepreſentation of the people. ws tho' he would not prefs any 
irticular propofition upon the houſe, he ſtill thought it his duty 
io ſtate ſome facts and circumſtances, which, in his opinion, made 
this object of reform eſſentially neceſſary, Ile believed, indeed, 
that there was no member of that houſe, who would not acknow- 
Jedge, that the repreſentation, as it now) ſtood, was incomplete. 
It was perfectly underſtood, that there were ſome boroughs under 
the influence of the treaſory, and others totally poſſeſſed by them. 
It was manifeſt, that ſuch boroughs had no one quality of repre- 
ſentation in them. They had no ſhare nor concern in the general 
intereſt of the country, and they had in fact no ſtake for which to 
appdint their guardians in the popular aſſembly. The influence 
of the treaſury in ſome boroughs was alſo conteſted, 1 — 
2 24 . & a , electors 
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.. abſolutely requiſite for the ſecurity of the liberties of the peo- 
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man, who aſſumed or pretended to an hereditary property of what 
only ought to be the rights and privileges of the electors. The 
Intereſts of the treaſury were conſidered, as well as the intereſts 
of the great man, the lord, or the commoner, who had connec- 
tions with the borough ; but the intereſts of the people, the rights 
of the electors, were the only things that never were attended to, 
nor taken into the account. Would any man ſay, that in this 
caſe there was the moſt diſtant idea or principle of repreſentation ? 
There were other boroughs, which had now in fa& no actual 
exiſtence, but in the return of members to the houſe. They had 
no exiſtence in property, in population, in trade, or in weight of 


electors of thoſe boroughs, but by ſome one or other powerfu 


any kind. There were hardly any men in ſuch boroughs who 


had a right to vote; and they were the ſlaves and the ſubjects of 
perſons who claimed the' property of the boroughs, and who in 
fact made the returns. This alſo was no repreſentation, nor any 
thing like it. Another ſet of boroughs and towns, claimed to 
themſelves the right of bringing their votes to market. They 
had no other market, no other property, and no other ſtake in 
the country, than the property and price which they procured for 
their votes. Such boroughs were the moſt dangerous of all others. 
So far from conſulting the intereſts of their country in the choice 
which they made, they held out their borough to the beſt pur- 
Chaſer; and in fact, ſome of them belonged more to the nabob 
of Arcot, than they did to the people of Great Britain. They 
were towns and boroughs more within the juriſdiction of the Car- 
natic, than the limits of the empire of Great Britain; and it was 
a fact pretty well known, and generally underitood, that the na- 
bob of Arcot had no leſs than ſeven» or eight members in that 
houſe. Such boroughs were manifeltly ſources of corruption; they 
66g riſe to an inundation of corrupt wealth, and corrupt mem- 
ers, by which no intereſt of the people of this country was pro- 
moted; and ſuch boroughs ought to be aboliſhed. 
Mr. Pitt proceeded to remark, that there was no man in that] 
houſe who had more reverence for the conſtitution, and more re- 
ſpect, even for its veſtiges, than himſelf. But he was afraid, that 
the reverence, and the enthuſiaſm which Engliſhmen entcrtained for the | 
conſtitution, would, if nit ſuddenly prevented, be the means of de- 
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Areying it; for ſuch was their enthuſiaſm, that they would not 


even remove ils defects, for fear of touching its beauty. He ad- 
mired the one ſo much, ſo great was his reverence for the beau. 
ties of that conſtitution, that he wiſhed to remove thoſe defects, 
as he clearly perceived, that they were defects which altered the 
radical principles of the conſtitution; and therefore, it would not 
be innovation, but recovery of conſtitution, to remove them. 
That a reform of the preſent parliamentary repreſentation was in) 


diſpenſably neceſſary, was the ſentiment of ſome of the firſt and 


greateſt characters in the kingdom; and he ſhould alſo take the 
iberty to obſerve, that he well knew it to be the ſentiment of his 
much honoured father, the late Earl of Chatham. His lordſhip. . 
was firmly of opinion, that a reform of the repreſentation was 


ple 
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ple of this country. He concluded with moving, That a 
- "committee ſhould be appointed to enquire ,into the ſtate of the 
\.. repreſentation in parhament, and to report to the houſe their ob- 
fervations thereon.” The motion was ſeconded by Mr. Alderman 
| © Sawbridge. | 
Sir George Saville zealouſly ſupported the motion, and declared 
it to be his opinion, that the houſe might as well call itſelf the re- 
preſentative of France as.of the people of England; for the meaſures 
| of the late miniſtry had certainly received the ſanction of that 
ſe, although they had as univerſally been reprobated by the 
untry at large. He had a large tree, he ſaid, growing ſome 
time ſince on his eſtate, which bore many | ap leaves on the 
trank of it, and ſeemed to be in a flouriſhing ſtate 3 but, on look- 
ing at the tree there appeared a hole or two, which he looked 
_ farther into, and, on clole inſpection, he found the tree was rot- 
ten within; the inſide was mere touchwood. He had the rotten 
part dug out, and now the tree formed a commodious place, in 
Which a dozen perſons might dine with pleaſure. He compared 
the preſent. conſtitution to this tree; it appeared ſound, but on an 
inſpection it weuld be found like the tree, rotten at the heart, 
The nation was certainly in a. very bad ſtate, though a more 
equal parliamentary repreſentation might contribute to remove 
ſome of the public evils.” | | 
. The motion which was alſo ſupported by Mr. Fox, was loſt, 
161 to 141. 0 | | 6.4 . 


